
The capstone of Obama’s 
outreach here came when he 
announced support for India’s 
long push to achieve a per-

manent place on the Security 
Council, the elite body respon-
sible for maintaining inter-
national peace. It underlined 
Obama’s contention that the 
partnership between the U.S. 
and India could have defining 

impact on both countries and 
the world.

“The just and sustainable 
international order that Amer-
ica seeks includes a United 
Nations that is efficient, effec-
tive, credible and legitimate,” 

Obama said as he called for 
India to be part of a reformed 
council.

Yet White House aides 
acknowledge any changes to 
the council could be messy and 
years in the making. Attempts 
to expand the council have 
long failed because of rivalries 
between countries.

India considered Obama’s 
move to be an enormous coup 
regardless.

India is part of the so-called 
Group of Four, with Germany, 
Japan and Brazil, that has 
been seeking permanent seats 
as major economic and politi-
cal powers. U.S. backing for 
a permanent seat for India is 
important, but officials here 
must also win support of the 
other veto-wielding council 
members, and the General 
Assembly has to agree on the 
reform plan.
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ASHLAND STATISTICS
              2010  2009   Record
Mon.  high      59    70      73  (1938)
Mon.  low        37    47      16   (1991)

Sunset today: 6:17 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow: 8:10 a.m.

Monday’s rain: 0.00
November rain: 0.20

November snow: trace

Sunny
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THE CASE AGAINST ARTHUR L. SWANSON

In 1999, an Ashland County Common Pleas Court 
jury found Arthur L. Swanson guilty of robbery, 
aggravated robbery and abduction in the unarmed 
robbery of the Elias Keim family at their farm in Clear 
Creek Township. Appeals courts have repeatedly 
upheld Swanson’s conviction and denied requests for 
post-conviction DNA testing of a cigarette butt and 
hair found at the scene.

The following is testimony presented at Swanson’s trial:

■ The Keim’s son, Benny, who was then 16 years 
old, was on the farm during the robbery and identified 
the car and a black leather jacket and hat Swanson 
was wearing. The car and clothing were recovered by 
detectives at a Mansfield residence where Swanson 
lived with his mother, Maebell Owens. Owens was 
wearing the hat when detectives executed the search 
warrant.

■ Elias Keim also identified the car, jacket and hat. 
Court testimony indicated that he was able to identify 
Swanson from a picture of him that appeared in the 
Mansfield News Journal and pointed him out in court as 
the man who robbed him.

■ One of Swanson’s former co-workers, Jeffrey 
Workman, testified that he contacted the Sheriff’s 
Office and reported he suspected Swanson because, in 
the summer of 1998, Swanson had suggested robbing 
the Amish.

■ Lonnie Scott, who also worked with Swanson in 
1998, testified that Swanson tried to recruit him to help 
rob the Amish.

■ Don Maxey, an auto shop instructor, testified 
that he was checking his trap lines on the morning of 
the robbery and Swanson, who was driving the car 
described by other witnesses, stopped and asked him if 
he knew where any Amish farms were.

■ Timothy Woods, who was supposed to be Swan-
son’s alibi witness, testified under cross-examination 
that Swanson was at his house on Thanksgiving Day. 
The robbery took place the day before.

■ Swanson’s mother testified under cross-exami-
nation that Swanson had been driving her car on the 
morning of the robbery.

Project identifies itself as a 
“national litigation and public 
policy organization dedicated 
to exonerating wrongfully con-
victed people through DNA 
testing and reforming the 
criminal justice system to pre-
vent future injustice.”

Francesconi-Rogers at the 
time characterized the letters 
as politically motivated. Cor-
dray and Strickland were run-
ning for re-election. Both were 
defeated.

Last month, Times-Gazette 
Dix capital bureau chief Mark 
Kovac asked Cordray for his 
response to Francesconi-Rog-
ers’ letter.

“We consider the matter 
closed,” Cordray spokesman 
Ted Hart said. “The pros-
ecutor made her decision, 
explained that fully and we 
respect that.”

F r a n c e s c o n i - R o g e r s ’ 
response to the request for 
DNA testing was a “condition-
al no,” as she put it. She told 
Cordray she would be willing 
to further discuss the issue if 
he would read the entire trial 
transcript and review the evi-
dence, briefs and appeals court 
decisions.

In her letter, Francesconi-
Rogers said appeals courts 
had repeatedly ruled that the 
cigarette butt and hair — 
even if they proved not to be 
Swanson’s — would not have 
outweighed overwhelming evi-

dence of his guilt.
Neither the state nor 

defense attorney Phil Naumoff 
opted to have the cigarette 
butt and hair tested for DNA. 
They were not presented as 
evidence at trial.

Francesconi-Rogers indi-
cated that it has been assumed 
all along the items would not 
have Swanson’s DNA on them. 
Testing them would only prove 
they were not his, she said.

The Ohio Bureau of Crimi-
nal Identification and Investi-
gation determined the hair was 
from a black person. Swanson 
was the only black person to 
have been inside Keim’s home, 
according to testimony Keim 
gave during the trial.

But that wouldn’t prove that 
another black person — and 
not Swanson — was inside the 
house, according to Francesco-
ni-Rogers. She said the hair 
was about four inches long, 
which is why it was assumed 
from the start that it was not 
Swanson’s.

“We all pick up hairs from 
anyplace we sit down or rub 
up against, like chairs in a 
doctor’s waiting room or car 
seats,” Francesconi-Rogers 
said. “I know quite often, when 
the Amish are driven around 
by an Englishman (non-Amish 
person), that it will be to doc-
tor’s appointments.”

She speculated that the hair 
might have come from Swan-
son’s mother, Maebell Owens.

“When detectives executed 

a search warrant at her resi-
dence, she was wearing what 
was identified as the hat Swan-
son wore during the robbery,” 
Francesconi-Rogers said.

F r a n c e s c o n i - R o g e r s 
explained why she would be 
reluctant to agree to DNA 
testing of the hair and ciga-
rette butt. She said she is 
afraid that, somewhere down 
the line, a court could take the 
weight of the DNA testing out 
of context. Furthermore, she 
is concerned the county could 
become the target of a wrong-
ful imprisonment lawsuit.

The Times-Gazette also 
asked Cordray’s office to 
respond to two letters Keim 
wrote to Francesconi-Rogers 
in September. Cordray’s office 
declined to comment on the 
letters.

In the hand-written letters, 
Keim told Francesconi-Rogers 
that articles published in The 
Columbus Dispatch had made 
it appear as though he wasn’t 
reasonably sure it was Arthur 
Swanson who robbed him.

Keim has since moved his 
family to New York state. He 
read an account of Cordray’s 
DNA request in the Times-
Gazette, which referred to the 
Dispatch articles.

Keim told Francesconi-Rog-
ers in one of the  letters: “The 
day I met Arthur in court, a 
jolt went through me from the 
top of my head to the soles of 
my feet as I instantly recog-
nized him as the one who had 

held me in a death grip, threat-
ening to kill me. My bodily 
senses would not lie so outra-
geously to me.”

The Dispatch articles ques-
tioned the strength of the case 
and indicated that Keim had 
reservations. They were writ-
ten with the cooperation of the 
Ohio Innocence Project.

The Times-Gazette contact-
ed the Dispatch by e-mail for 
comments regarding Keim’s 
claim that his comments were 
misconstrued.

Managing editor Alan D. 
Miller responded, saying, 
“The story accurately reflects 
Mr. Keim’s comments to The 
Dispatch, and we stand by the 
story.”

The Times-Gazette contact-
ed Keim by mail last week ask-
ing him whether he supported 
DNA testing in the Swanson 
case.

In a letter written Friday, 
Keim indicated he recently 
read the Dispatch articles and 
didn’t mean to condemn the 
Dispatch reporter.

“According to the Dispatch 
article, many truly innocent 
prisoners have been freed 
because of this,” Keim wrote. 
“I am 100 percent for this if it 
helps bring about true justice. 
But to use it in a case where 
the circumstances make it very 
questionable, and then totally 
disregard concrete evidence, 
is folly in my opinion.”
■ Irv Oslin can be reached at 
419-281-0581, ext. 240, or at 
ioslin@times-gazette.com.

Defense did not have items tested at trial
TESTING
Continued from Page A1

HCJFS employee Tara 
Sturtz told McLaughlin that 
despite the investigation’s find-
ings and the assistant pros-
ecutor’s opinion, she would 
continue to interview possible 
witnesses. 

“(Sturtz) indicated that 
she would continue to pursue 
interviews (with the student’s) 
friends because she felt that 
(the student) was not being 
honest about her relationship 
with us,” McLaughlin wrote. 

Per the ODE investigation, 
Dilsaver was required to sign 
a consent agreement and com-
plete certain measurements to 
retain her professional licenses. 
Her licenses currently are valid.

Dilsaver was required to 
complete a student-teacher 
boundaries counseling class 
and request that her employer 
— between September 2010 
and June 2012 — submit eight 
reports indicating whether she 
has “engaged in any conduct 
unbecoming or any other con-
duct that violates ... the Licen-
sure Code of Professional Con-
duct for Ohio Educators.” The 
agreement also required Dil-
saver to undergo an evaluation 

by a licensed psychologist to 
retain licensure to determine if 
she is fit to teach.

Dilsaver’s resignation is 
effective Feb. 11, 2011. She 
will remain on sick leave until 
then. South Central superin-
tendent Ben Chaffee will serve 
as interim principal until a 
new principal is hired. 

Chaffee and the board 
have declined comment on 
the matter. Chaffee wrote in 
a letter addressed to Dilsaver 
— before ODE’s resolution 
— that Dilsaver was to have 
no further conduct with the 
student.

“Although the immediate 
investigation found no conclu-
sive evidence of criminal activ-
ity to the claim of inappropriate 
sexual conduct with a minor, it 
is my belief, as superintendent 
of South Central Schools that 
you may have, at times, placed 
yourself in situations with a 
minor that you should not 
have,” Chaffee wrote. “It is also 
my belief that no inappropriate 
activity has occurred between 
you and the minor.”

Dilsaver began her term at 
South Central in 2006.
■ Courtney Albon can be reached 
at 419-281-0581, ext. 243, or 
calbon@times-gazette.com.

March 2009, and worked to 
acquire grants and approval from 
Milton Township for the wind 
towers. They reached out to 
North Coast Wind and Power, 
based in Port Clinton, who 
helped through the process. 

“We’re monitoring wind for 

future farms,” Woods said. “A 
lot of people are considering it 
because the technology is com-
ing of age.”

Woods said the turbine 
should have  a 30-year life. He 
said alternative wind energy is 
a growing trend — he person-
ally helps install two or three 
towers a month around Ohio. 
It’s the first one he’s installed 

in Ashland County, and county 
planning director Tim Cooper 
said he believes it is the first one 
installed, although he said resi-
dents in the northern part of the 
county have expressed interest.

The Paulys said neighbors 
and township residents have 
asked questions and are curi-
ous about the turbines. The 
families said they hope to be 

early innovators and help bring 
information about the alterna-
tive energy to the county.

“That’s what we are hop-
ing,” Nancy Pauly said. “A lot 
of people are asking and those 
township meetings were pretty 
packed.”
■ Jeff Russ can be reached 
at 419-281-0581, ext. 237, or 
jruss@times-gazette.com.

Principal on sick leave 
until resignation date
CHARGES
Continued from Page A1

Company expects wind turbines to have 30-year life
WIND
Continued from Page A1

Today:Today: Sunny. Highs in the 
lower 60s. East winds around 5 
mph.

Tonight: Tonight: Clear. Lows in the 
lower 30s. East winds around 5 
mph.

Wednesday:Wednesday: Mostly sunny. 
Highs in the lower 60s. East 
winds 5 to 10 mph.

EXTENDED LOCAL 
FORECAST

Veterans Day:Veterans Day: Mostly sunny. 
Highs in the mid 60s.

Friday:Friday: Mostly sunny. Highs in 
the mid 60s.

TODAY’S WEATHER

Changes to Security Council likely to take many years
INDIA
Continued from Page A1

Business Owners: Contact the Sales Department at the 
Ashland Times-Gazette to claim your business. 419-281-0581Ashland Times-Gazette to claim your business. 419-281-0581

Belly Busters BBQ
Loudonville

Lutheran
Village of
Ashland

MOHICAN MAINTENANCE

KARATE & FITNESS, LLC
HighReaches

Salina Rush

Perr ysville United Met hodist  ChurchPerr ysville United Met hodist  Church

Check out these fine businesses and 11,000 others!Check out these fi ne businesses and 11,000 others!


