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From the President 

   If you feed them, they will come 
 
  Feeding the birds is a great hobby any time of year. I always say, I donʼt feed 
ʼem to feed ʼem; I feed ʼem to see ʼem.  
  This is really fun, get yourself a pair of binoculars and a field guide, put up a bird 
feeder outside a window, hopefully where you can sit down to watch the birds. 
Start a list of the birds you have identified at your feeders and watch it grow. If you 
are new at this, there are lots of mixed seeds available, but the best seed is the 
black oil sunflower seed. If you want to see Woodpeckers and Nuthatches, you 
will need a suet feeder. 
  I have a platform feeder at about five feet from the ground. On this I put a 
mixture of mixed seed, black oil sunflower and thistle seed. I sweep it off each day 
to provide food for the ground feeding birds such as Sparrows. This is how I judge 
how much to put out each day, by what was left. Sometimes in the winter you may 
need to feed twice a day. Also, I put cracked corn on the ground and stumps one 
foot to two feet tall. I have a suet feeder about six feet off the ground, and put 
peanut butter on a tree. Now this is just my winter feeding. There is a lot more 
going on in the summer, which we will talk about in the next issue. 
  Also, if there is no unfrozen water around, you will need to provide some, and 
keep it from freezing.  
  And it wonʼt hurt if you have some cover nearby. After Christmas, you can put 
your tree out near the feeders. If there are cats around, donʼt get the tree too 
close to the ground-feeding birds, because they will ambush them. Also, keep 
cats indoors.  
  If you start feeding in the fall, donʼt stop until spring. Birds can become 
dependent on your food, and when the snow is on the ground your feeders are 
very important to them. 
  Now letʼs talk about bird identification. My favorite bird is the Chickadee. The 
Chickadee is a small, plump, small-billed bird with a combination of black cap and 
bib, and white cheeks. I love the Chickadee because, no matter what I am doing 
in the woods or yard, it comes singing and flying around to see me. In our area we 
have two Chickadees, the Black-capped Chickadee and the Carolina Chickadee. 
  U.S. Route 30 is about the line, Black-capped north and Carolina south. There is 
about a 20-mile stretch where they hybridize and, of course, that covers almost all 
of our area. They say the Carolina is slowly moving north, and that the Black-
capped comes south in the winter. I know in the winter I seem to have both at the 
feeders, but only Carolina in the summer, and I am three miles north of U.S. 30. 
  They are very hard to tell apart even for a seasoned birder, generally north of 30 
are Black-capped and south are Carolina. At your feeders these little guys like 
sunflower, safflower, suet, peanuts, thistle, and peanut butter. But you must be 
watching, unlike other birds that sit on the feeder and eat until full, these guys pop 
in and grab a seed and away they go.  
  So, everyone get those feeders out, and see if you can tell which chickadee   
you attract. 
      - Tim Leslie, GMAS president 
The Chickadees in the photos: Top is a Carolina, below is a Black-capped.      
Top photo by Warren Uxley, bottom photo provided by Tim Leslie. 
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• Saturday, Dec. 14, 9 a.m. – Bird Walk at Secrest Arboretum 
  Meet at the visitor pavilion, 2274 Williams Rd., Wooster, Ohio 44691. Followed by 
  holiday party at noon at Broken Rocks Café & Bakery, 123 E. Liberty St., Wooster 

• Saturday, Dec. 14 – Mansfield Christmas Bird Count  
  Contact Steve McKee 419-884-3764 

• Saturday, Dec. 14 – Quail Hollow Christmas Bird Count  
  Contact Ronnie Macko RoniMacko@aol.com or 330-935-0952 

• Saturday, Dec. 14 – Millersburg Christmas Bird Count  
  Contact Kevin Kline 330-567-3432 

• Friday, Dec. 20 – Ashland Christmas Bird Count  
  Contact Tim Leslie 419-289-2626 

• Saturday, Dec. 21 – Wooster Christmas Bird Count  
  Contact Roger Troutman Roger.Troutman@gmail.com or 419-884-3529 

• Saturday, Dec. 28, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Byers Woods 
  With the Ashland County Park District, four miles south of Ashland on County 
  Road 1754, Ashland, Ohio, 44805 (east of State Route 60) 
• Saturday, Dec. 28 – Mohican Christmas Bird Count  
  Contact Roger Troutman Roger.Troutman@gmail.com or 419-884-3529 

• Saturday, Jan. 11, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Mohican State Park Lodge 
  1098 County Road 3006, Perrysville, Ohio 44864 

• Saturday, Jan. 25, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Byers Woods 
  With the Ashland County Park District, four miles south of Ashland on County 
  Road 1754, Ashland, Ohio, 44805 (east of State Route 60) 
• Saturday, Feb. 8, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Secrest Arboretum 
  Meet at the visitor pavilion, 2274 Williams Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691 

• Saturday, Feb. 22, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Byers Woods 
  With the Ashland County Park District, four miles south of Ashland on County 
  Road 1754, Ashland, Ohio, 44805 (east of State Route 60) 
• Saturday, March 8, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Malabar Farm State Park, 
  Junglebrook Trail 
  Meet at Malabar Inn restaurant parking lot, 3645 Pleasant Valley Rd.,  

  Perrysville, Ohio 44864 
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   Obs-Irv-ations 

  The Christmas Bird Count –  
  I’d go even if they didn’t pay me 

 
which tens of thousands of volunteers throughout 
the Americas take to the field to count local bird 
populations. Sponsored by the National Audubon 
Society, the CBC (as it is commonly known) helps 
researchers assess bird populations and provides 
guidance for conservation action. This yearʼs 
counts will be conducted Dec. 14, 2013, through 
Jan. 5, 2014. 
   For more information online, go to 
http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count.  
Also, see this issueʼs GMAS Calendar for times 
and locations of nearby Christmas Bird Counts. 
For a more complete list, log onto the GMAS 
Website at http://www.gmasohio.org/. 
     - Irv Oslin 

   In 16 years of working for the Ashland    
Times-Gazette, one of the best assign-       
ments I ever had was covering a Christmas   
Bird Count in Wayne County. 
   I got to spend a winter morning with          
three crack birders, flitting around the           
Funk Bottoms area in search of as many           
different species as we could find. 
   How good were they? We met at the      
parking lot of the Blachleyville Church               
of Christ on State Route 95. Before we         
even left the parking lot, these guys had 
identified about eight different species,       
mostly by their calls. 
   As the morning progressed, it just got      
better and better. Stop after stop, they        
would call in birds orally or with record-         
ings. Weʼd hear the birdsʼ responses             
then catch sight of them as they arrived. 
   My only regret was that I couldnʼt spend    
more of the day with them. I had to return to the 
Times-Gazette that afternoon to cover such 
inconsequential and routine things as petty 
crimes, traffic crashes and ribbon cuttings. 
   Now that Iʼm retired, Iʼm looking forward to 
more Christmas Bird Counts – even though I 
wonʼt be paid for the privilege. I would highly 
recommend it to anyone interested in birds, even 
if – like me – youʼre no expert. Your hosts will 
provide the expertise. 
   For the record, my hosts that day were GMAS 
president Tim Leslie, GMAS vice president Gary 
Cowell and nature-lover and all-around good guy 
Don Plant. 
   For those unfamiliar with the Christmas Bird 
Count, this is the 114th year for the project in 
      

Help us grow 
Renew your membership 

or invite others to join the 
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Getting the 
word out with 
new GMAS 
‘hot cards’  

   We would like to thank Timothy McKee for designing the very  
attractive rack card for GMAS. Warren Uxley took the photographs       
of the Pileated Woodpecker, Ruby-throated Hummingbird and the 
White-throated Sparrow. Annette McCormick photographed the Cedar 
Waxwing while it was gathering dog fur that she had supplied for  
nesting material. She also paid for design and production costs for      
the cards. Thank you to all involved in this project. 
   We will share the cards on bird walks, at nature centers and other 
venues. If you would like to have some to distribute please contact     
Jan Kennedy JanaTK720@gmail.com or phone 419-564-7778. 
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Audubon at Home 
 

Safflower Seeds  
on the Breakfast Buffet 
 
There is a definite uptick in activity at the bird feeders today, 
October 26. The day started out sunny and cold. The winds 
picked up, the temperature dropped even more, and the  
hungry birds descended on the breakfast buffet. 
 
I noticed that the small winter birds were going directly to      
the safflower seeds, small off-white seeds that are high in      
fat and protein. I knew that they were squirrel-proof seeds    
and that Cardinals and Mourning Doves liked them, but       
didnʼt realize that they would be popular among the small 
winter birds. The White-breasted Nuthatch, Black-capped 
Chickadee – or is it the Carolina Chickadee, or a cross-    
breed? – were zeroing in on the safflower seeds and         
flying off with them safely grasped in their beaks. 
 
Safflower (Carthamus tinctorius) is one of mankindʼs         
oldest crops. Traditional cultures used the flowers for  
medicinal purposes, and the ancient Egyptians buried         
their dead with garlands of the flowers. The plant has been 
used as a food coloring and a red dye. Safflower oil is used     
in cooking, and the oil is used as a medium in artistsʼ oil paints. 
More recently it has become a popular bird seed at feeders 
 
Blue Jays, Downy Woodpeckers, House Finches, Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers and Tufted Titmice also have an appetite for 
these seeds. When I first started feeding birds, the advice was 
to offer black-oil sunflower seeds. I still do that, but the 
discovery of safflower seeds was a fortuitous one. 
 
Squirrels do not like the bitter taste of safflower seeds. Now  
if only they were mouse-proof seeds. Maybe they are. The 
mice that find their way into the warm house seem to have       
a preference for black-oil sunflower seeds and millet, which         
I have found in their caches. Another benefit is that the bad 
boys, grackles and starlings, donʼt care for safflower seeds. 
 
If you havenʼt already, give safflower seeds a try at your 
feeders. You will be rewarded with the birds mentioned above 
and perhaps Grosbeaks and Purple Finches. 
       - Jan Kennedy 
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WAYNE COUNTY  –  With the 
drawdown of water on Wilderness 
Road at the peat farm in Funk, 
the shorebird habitat was 
stupendous this year. Thus lots  
of varieties of shorebirds were 
enjoyed by Ohio birders.  
 
Over 100 American Golden 
Plovers were reported on one 
day, in addition to Red-necked 
Phalarope; Hudsonian Godwit; 
American Avocet; Whimbrel, 
Bairdʼs Sandpiper, Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper, lots of Greater and 
Lesser Yellowlegs, Least and 
Semipalmated Stilt Sandpipers, 
and other species.  
 
People came from all over.  
Since shorebird habitat in Ohio 
was pretty sparse this year,  
this became the place to be  
for shorebirds. 
 
But, as exciting as all these 
species are, the piece de 
resistance was a Loggerhead 
Shrike on Sept. 9, found by Jen 
Brumfield. Talk about fate! Just 
as Su Snyder and RoseAnne 
OʼDonnell were driving by and 
heard her name, Jen had called 
Bruce Glick to report the bird   
and he told her to call Su. 
   - Sue Evanoff 
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Shorebirds, shorebirds, shorebirds! 
 

Hudsonian Godwit 
Photo by Sue Evanoff 

Loggerhead 
Shrike 

Photo by Su Snyder 
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                                       MIFFLIN — Greater      
          Mohican Audubon  
         Society members  
        and others gathered 
       Oct. 13 for the Big Sit  
       at Charles Mill Lake Park  
 
The day started out to be a good one for birding, 
with mild temperatures and no wind. However, 
within 30 minutes, temperatures dropped, fog 
rolled in and the birds made themselves scarce.  
 
Those who braved the elements counted 44 
different species and 867 total birds for the day. 
Sue Evanoff, who compiled this report, was 
among them and also participated in a Big Sit  
Oct. 11 at Gorman Nature Center in Mansfield. 
 
In this photo, taken by Jan Kennedy, GMAS vice 
president Gary Cowell peers through a spotting 
scope at Charles Mill Lake Park. 
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          Greater Mohican Audubon Society 
                                 P.O. Box 907  •  Ashland, OH 44805 
 

                                                  Our Mission 
 

The Greater Mohican Audubon Society is dedicated to the protection and 
enjoyment of birds and other wildlife through environmental education        
and the conservation and restoration of habitat. 

TIM LESLIE – President  
leslie26_2000@yahoo.com 
GARY COWELL – Vice President 
gcowelljr@yahoo.com 
DIANA PLANT – Treasurer 
ddplantbirds@yahoo.com 
PAM JORDAN – Secretary 
kiwibay2@msn.com 
SUE OLIVE – Membership Chair 
olivejs@sssnet.com 
IRV OSLIN – Newsletter Editor 
irvoslin@gmail.com 
 

CHERYL HARNER – Webmaster 
gmasohio@gmail.com 
SAM WEYRICK – Ashland County Rep. 
parks@ashlandcounty.org 
GREG MILLER – Holmes County Rep. 
hawk-owl@yahoo.com 
TONY WHEATON – Richland County Rep.  
wheaton.tony@gmail.com 
SCOTT HANNAN – Wayne County Rep. 
sahannan@aol.com 
JAN KENNEDY – Audubon at Home Chair 
janatk720@gmail.com 
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— GMAS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION — 

Your membership helps fund our nature, education  
and conservation programs and special events 

 
 Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
 
 

$______ Single ($10)   •   $______ Family ($15) 
 

$_______ Non-profit business ($20) 
 

$________General donation   •   $_______ Total 
 

Make checks payable to: Greater Mohican Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 907, Ashland, OH 44805 

 

 

 


