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Serving Ashland, Richland, Wayne & Holmes Counties

From the President

Spring bird feeding and identification
When spring comes to Ohio, many of our winter birds head back north

…and our summer birds come back from the south. For some of these birds
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returning from the south, the seed and suet we put out all winter is not
what they are looking for.
The hummingbird needs sugar water (four parts water, one
part sugar) in a hanging feeder. There are many feeders out
there to choose from and they usually have some red color to
them. I do not use red sugar water. Usually the feeders have
enough red to attract the bird.
You can usually expect hummingbirds the first week of May,
but I have had them show up as early as the second week of
April. I like to put my feeder out as early in the spring as
possible and bring it in as late in the fall as possible, so if there
are any early or late birds they have food. The common
hummingbird in Ohio is the ruby-throated hummingbird and,
if you have your feeder out late in the fall, you might get lucky and have
a rare fall migrant species stop to eat.
Another bird that requires special food is the Baltimore oriole. For years
I put out orange halves for the orioles about the first of May. (They appear
in Ohio and leave about the same time as the hummingbirds.) When they
first returned, they came to the orange halves for awhile. After a week or
two, I would hear them up in the trees, but they did not come down.
Then someone told me to put out grape jelly and I did. Now I have them all
summer and my numbers are growing. Last year I had as many as six in
the yard at one time.
There are many oriole feeders out there to choose from. Get one that
has a place for orange halves and a bowl for grape jelly.
Now for the bird ID part of the article, I choose the Baltimore oriole.
The male is a beautiful flame-orange and black bird, with a solid black head
and white wing bar. The female is olive-brown above, burnt orange-yellow
below.
In Ohio, we also have an orchard oriole, which is a much darker orange.
Baltimore Orioles build remarkable, sock-like hanging nests, woven
together from slender fibers. At your feeders the Baltimore orioles like
fruits, nectar, grape jelly, orange halves, cooked raisins, and sugar water
(four parts water, one part sugar).
- Tim Leslie
Oriole photo by Tim Leslie

GMAS Calendar
• Saturday, March 8, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk,
Malabar Farm State Park Junglebrook Trail
Meet at Malabar Inn parking lot,
3645 Pleasant Valley Rd., Perrysville, 44864

• Saturday, March 22, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk
at Byers Woods with the Ashland County Park District on
County Road 1754, south of Ashland & east of State Route 60

• Saturday, March 29, Shreve Migration Sensation
Fourteenth annual all-day event, cosponsored by GMAS
Shreve Elementary School, 598 North Market St., Shreve, Ohio, 44676
Info online at http://www.happypages.com/migration/

• Saturday, April 12, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Secrest Arboretum
Meet at the visitor pavilion, 2274 Williams Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691

• Saturday, April 26, 9 to 11 a.m. – Mohican Wildlife Weekend, Bird Walk
at Cooke Family Wildlife Conservation Park – Bird Walk at 10 a.m.
followed by nature walk at 1 p.m., 4654 SR 13, Shiloh, Ohio, 44878

• Saturday, May 10, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Mohican State Memorial Forest
Discovery Forest, Ashland CR 939. Contact gcowelljr@yahoo.com for details.

• Tuesday, May 13, 7:30 p.m. – Julie Zickefoose presents “The Bluebird
Effect, Uncommon Bonds with Common Birds,” at Gorman Nature Center
2295 Lexington Ave., Mansfield 44907. Cosponsored by GMAS.
\

• Saturday, May 24, 9 to 11 a.m. – Bird Walk at Byers Woods
with the Ashland County Park District on County Road 1754,
four miles south of Ashland & east of State Route 60

• Saturday, June 28 – Bobolinks at Byers Woods, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
See article in this issue for more info. Cosponsored with Ashland County Park District.
For updates, see our event page on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/events/1455448928005873/?ref=br_tf

This issueʼs calendar photo: Jim McCormac leads a walk at last yearʼs Bobolinks at Byers Woods
Photo by Irv Oslin

8 th Annual

Bobolinks &
Butterflies
.Festival
June 28 at Byer s Wood s
\

Now in its eighth year, the Bobolinks and
Butterflies Festival at Byers Woods continues to grow and attract nature enthusiasts
from around the state and beyond.
It also has drawn leading naturalists representing diverse disciplines. That includes Greg
Miller, whose birding exploits have been
celebrated in film, naturalists Jim McCormac,
Warren Uxley and Guy Denny, author and
renowned illustrator Jen Brumfield and Greater
Mohican Audubon Society’s own Tim Leslie and
Gary Cowell. They and others have shared their
knowledge in a setting that is well-suited to
observing a wide variety of bird and insect
species including the bobolink, the main
attraction.
Bobolinks, a species in decline, nest in
grasslands atop what once were landfill cells at
Byers Woods, one of the Ashland County Park
District’s many facilities The Friends of the Park
District cosponsor the event.
Traditionally, birding, native plant and other
conservation-oriented organizations have set up
booths at the festival and the Friends of the
Ashland County Park District have food and
beverages available.
The Bobolinks & Butterflies Festival is family
friendly and the grounds of Byers Woods easily
accessible.
This year’s program schedule is still in the
works. For updates, see our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1455448928005873/?ref=br_tf

Also, see the GMAS calendar on page two of
the newsletter for the location.

Photos by Irv Oslin
Top: A freshly emerged black swallowtail, one of the stars
of the 2012 festival.
Bottom: A tree swallow pauses between trips while feeding
her young at last year’s event.
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Crabapples

Flowering! Trees for the Birds!

At first I was going to write just this one article about native flowering trees and birds, but a little
research quickly showed that there is a lot to learn about each of the trees, so this is the first in a series.
I posted this on Facebook and it started me thinking about flowering trees and their importance to
birds:
A few years ago I got an American crabapple (Malus coronaria) at a conference at Dawes Arboretum. It’s a
native tree, not a cultivar. They gave them to the attendees. It was a tiny seedling. I planted it and it did well at
first and then it seemed to disappear. Then it reappeared and did well. I was just outside looking at it in the snow
and it looks pretty good. At first I wasn’t sure it was the crabapple. It had one inch long thorns on its 18 inch tall
slender shoot. It’s part of the rose family. I learned something new. Long live the American crabapple tree!!
Crabapples could be considered a winter food source for birds. At first the fruit is hard and not
palatable to the them, but they like it once it goes through a few freeze and thaw cycles. Otherwise, as
Thoreau wrote, “But perchance, when I take one out of my desk
and taste it in my chamber I find it unexpectedly crude – sour
enough to set a squirrel's teeth on edge and make a jay
scream.”
Perhaps the birds would be happier with crabapple cultivars
that produce smaller fruits that stay on the trees in the winter.
There are hundreds of ornamental/cultivar crabapples. Woodpeckers, Flickers, Robins, Mockingbirds, Catbirds, Cardinals, and
Grosbeaks (Evening and Pine), Cedar Waxwings, House Finches,
and Purple Finches are some of the birds that eat the fruits.
They are nest-friendly trees, too.!
I did find some information that the birds seek out 3/4” to
1” apples, too. That’s good because Malus coronaria produces
about 1” yellow-green fruits. I eagerly await the year that the
tree is mature enough to produce lots of apples. A variety of
trees, some cultivars and some native, would be a good combination. Some desirable cultivars are Sargent, Sargent Tina,
Snowdrift, and Adirondack.
We are lucky to live so close to Secrest Arboretum in
Wooster, where there is a research plot called Crablandia.
Crabapple trees are studied for their bloom, resistance to
disease and aesthetics (shape of the tree).
The next time GMAS hosts a bird walk at Secrest, take
some time to appreciate the variety of crabapple trees. The
best show of flowers will be during mid April to mid May.
You just might be inspired to plant a few. They are fourseason trees, providing beautiful flowers in the spring, nice
foliage in the summer and fall, and of course food for our
bird visitors in the winter.
During a GMAS bird walk at Secrest last year, at least one
resident mockingbird was in the vicinity of the crabapple trees. It was watching us and singing from its
perch on the roof of the gazebo.
Ian Adams, Ohio’s fine nature photographer, writes about and has taken stunning photos of the
crabapple trees at Secrest Arboretum: http://ianadamsphotography.com/news/picture-ohio-secrestarboretum-crabapple-display/.
To learn more about “Selection, Care and Use of the Ornamental Crabapple see this Ohio University
fact sheet: http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/1000/1029.html
-Jan Kennedy
Photo by Ian Adams — Rosseau Crabapple at Secrest Arboretum

Migrate to Shreve
for the 14th Annual
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Spring Migration Sensation

8

Cheryl Harner, left, and Lisa Rainsong will be among those conducting workshops Saturday,
March 29, at the Shreve Spring Migration Sensation. Harner will discuss Birding by Habitat and Rainsong’s
workshop will focus on The Magic of Birdsong.
Other panelists and topics include Chuck Jakubchak on restoring nesting sites for kestrels, Jim
McCormac on birding along the Lake Erie shoreline, Kimberly Kaufman on the Ohio Winter Bird
Atlas and Kenn Kaufman on worldwide migration of birds.
The all-day event features six interactive family friendly workshops. That includes dip-netting for marsh
creatures and a story walk in Wright Marsh; family activities and games, presentations on backyard wildlife
and raptors — all at the family activity center; and the Wilderness Exploration Center in the Birders
Marketplace.
Members of GMAS, one of the event’s cosponsors, will set up scopes and binoculars in the morning
at Funk Bottoms, Wright Marsh, Shreve Lake and the Bald Eagle Observation Area.
The Shreve Spring Migration Sensation runs from 7 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Activities are centered at Shreve
Elementary School, with outdoors activities at nearby Funk Bottoms, Wright Marsh, Shreve Lake and
Browns Bog.
Information is available online at http://www.ShreveMigration.org.
Photo by Irv Oslin

Christmas Bird Count
Local Report
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Fourteen bird-watchers from the Ashland area drove the roads and walked the fields on Dec. 20 and three watched at their
feeders. The 14 field participants walked a total of 15 miles in 23 hours and drove a total of 128 miles in 11 hours. They were divided
into six parties to cover the entire bird count circle. The count circle was an area 15 miles in diameter with the center being the
S curve on State Route 511 south of Ashland. The feeder watchers put in a total of 6.5 hours monitoring their feeders.
Those participating included Gary Cowell, Kolleen Crall, Louise Fleming, Denny
Hiner, Ruth Ann Hiner, Edwin Hochstetler, Levi Hochstetler, Steven Hochstetler,
Jacob Hochstetler, Marcia Kinnard, Pam Jordan, Jason Hull, Tim Leslie, Don Plant,
Dick Stoffer, Doug Strine and Sally Strine.
This was the 75th count for Ashland. Burton Kahl first organized the Ashland-area
count in 1939 and was the compiler until Don Plant took over in 1975, followed b
by Byron Burnett in 1983, and Tim Leslie in 2000.
We added one new species to our count list this year, a pine warbler. Field
participants were out from 7:30 a.m. until 5 p.m., low temperature was 46
degrees and the high temperature was 52. There were a total of 62 species
reported on the count day, with a total of 4,302 individual birds reported.
The following birds were seen; Canada goose, 462; mute swan, 2; trumpeter
swan, 7; American black duck, 25; mallard, 170; wild turkey, 156; great blue
heron, 23; bald eagle, 4; northern harrier, 1; cooper’s hawk, 3; red-shouldered
hawk, 6; red-tailed hawk, 27; rough-legged hawk, 1; American kestrel, 6;
American coot, 1; ring-billed gull, 90; herring gull, 5; rock pigeon, 68; mourning
dove, 239; eastern screech owl, 3; barred owl, 3; belted kingfisher, 4; red-headed woodpecker, 2; red-bellied woodpecker, 52;
downy woodpecker, 60; hairy woodpecker, 12; northern flicker, 7; pileated woodpecker, 6; blue jay, 138; American crow, 240;
horned lark, 5; Carolina chickadee, 65; black-capped chickadee, 18; chickadee species, 21; tufted titmouse, 69; white-breasted
nuthatch, 61; brown creeper, 8; Carolina wren, 36; winter wren, 1; golden-crowned kinglet, 31; ruby-crowned kinglet, 2; eastern
bluebird, 39; American robin, 214; northern mockingbird, 1; European starling, 970; cedar waxwing, 38; yellow-rumped warbler, 13;
pine warbler, 3; eastern towhee, 9; American tree sparrow, 148; field sparrow, 1; song sparrow, 48; swamp sparrow, 5; whitethroated sparrow, 31; white-crowned sparrow, 18; dark-eyed junco, 203; northern cardinal, 118; red-winged blackbird, 1; common
grackle, 2; brown-headed cowbird, 10; house finch, 30; American goldfinch, 67; and house sparrow, 193.
You can view all the bird counts on line at, http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count, where the 114th count results will be
available. For more information about the local count, contact me at 419-289-2626.
-Tim Leslie
*

On a Lighter Note – Jan Kennedy’s Inanimate Bird Count
I've helped with only two Christmas Bird Counts. Most of them fall during the holidays when I'm not in the area,
so I really wanted to participate in one this year.
On a cold and windy day, I joined the Crawford County CBC. We met early at Bob Evans in Bucyrus, and Warren
Uxley assigned us the southeast quadrant of the circle.
Riding with Gary Cowell and Jason Hull, I knew ahead of time that my
major contribution would be keeping the seat warm. While Jason was
busy spotting the juvenile cooper’s hawk and Gary was occupied with
driving and counting hundreds of horned larks, snow buntings, and
Lapland longspurs, I devoted my lack of bird ID skills to spotting the
many and varied inanimate birds. Gary Cowell joined in the hunt and
without his keen eyesight the great horned owls and the pelican
would have gotten away.
A whole new world opened up! As an avid collector of information
I shall continue to tally and photograph inanimate birds.
The inanimate bird count was: crow – 1; eagle – 6; rooster – 1;
goose – 7 (The winner! Cement geese are not extinct yet.);
dove – 4 (3 as Christmas decorations and one on a church);
great horned owl – 2 (Bubo plasticus, to scare away birds);
pelican – 1; bluebird – 1.
•

Photos:
Top – Snow bunting by Warren Uxley (from Crawford County count)
Bottom – Cement goose by Jan Kennedy
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The lowdown on our chapter logo
There has been much discussion at recent GMAS board meetings
about our chapter logo.
Board members are divided – if not personally conflicted – on
which logo to use.
The original rectangular design is the official GMAS logo. The
new round design was created by Timothy McKee for our rack
cards and adorned the cover of the Winter 2013 newsletter.
The original logo serves as an identity – a branding – of our
chapter. It also is more traditional and differentiates GMAS from
other birding-oriented organizations, which widely use round
logos. Furthermore, getting a banner made with the new logo and
changing stationery would be costly.
The new design has a more modern flavor and would appeal
more to much-needed younger members. Because the type is
more prominent, it better lends itself to use on small items, such
as ball caps.
So far, no board member has made a “logo motion” on which
design to adopt. The consensus at the January meeting was that,
for the time being, we’ll stick with the original as our official logo
and use the round one informally.

Greater Mohican Audubon Society
P.O. Box 907 • Ashland, OH 44805
Our Mission
The Greater Mohican Audubon Society is dedicated to the protection and
enjoyment of birds and other wildlife through environmental education
and the conservation and restoration of habitat.
TIM LESLIE – President
leslie26_2000@yahoo.com
GARY COWELL – Vice President
gcowelljr@yahoo.com
DIANA PLANT – Treasurer
ddplantbirds@yahoo.com
PAM JORDAN – Secretary
kiwibay2@msn.com
SUE OLIVE – Membership Chair
olivejs@sssnet.com
IRV OSLIN – Newsletter Editor
irvoslin@gmail.com

CHERYL HARNER – Webmaster
weedpicker.cheryl@gmail.com
SAM WEYRICK – Ashland County Rep.
parks@ashlandcounty.org
GREG MILLER – Holmes County Rep.
hawk-owl@yahoo.com
TONY WHEATON – Richland County Rep.
wheaton.tony@gmail.com
SCOTT HANNAN – Wayne County Rep.
sahannan@aol.com
JAN KENNEDY – Audubon at Home Chair
janatk720@gmail.com
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The

Yardbirds
Over the past year, we’ve been graced with a wide variety of songbirds in our yard.
Of course, we’ve had “the regulars” — finches, juncos, cardinals and scores of hummingbirds. We treasure all of them equally, but here are a few of the more unusual
species including the first-ever pileated woodpecker to visit our feeders (lower right).
In recent months, we’ve had a towhee (upper left) and yellow-bellied sapsucker
(upper right). Last August, a cedar waxwing (lower left) gathered pet hair placed in
the crabapple tree for nesting material.
-Irv Oslin
Photos by Annette McCormick

BONDING WITH BIRDS

GMAS Newsletter

Julie Zickefoose
bringing the magic
of ‘The Bluebird Effect’
to Gorman Nature Center
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MANSFIELD – Ohio Illustrator, author,
commentator and surrogate mom to a wide variety
of orphaned birds, Julie Zickefoose, will share her
insights into the mental and emotional world of
songbirds May 13 at Gorman Nature Center.
Zickefoose will present a talk on her book, “The
Bluebird Effect: Uncommon Bonds with Common
Birds.” Afterward, she will sign copies of her book
and artwork.
The talk begins at 7:30 p.m. Doors will open at
6:30 p.m. to allow visitors to tour the facility and
sponsoring organizations’ displays.
GMAS is among organizations cosponsoring the
event.
“The Bluebird Effect” explores the world of
discovery that opened up for Zickefoose when
she cared for orphaned hummingbirds, chimney
swifts, cedar waxwings, mourning doves, rose
breasted grosbeaks, cardinals and other birds.
Zickefoose began illustrating natural history
subjects as a college freshman, worked six years
as a field biologist in Connecticut, has written
for Bird Watcher’s Digest since 1986 and has
been a commentator on National Public Radio’s
All Things Considered. Her first book, “Letters
from Eden” was published in 2006.
For more on Zickefoose, check out her blog
at http://juliezickefoose.blogspot.com/.

PLEASE HELP US GROW
Renew your
membership
or invite others
to join the
Greater Mohican
Audubon Society
Renewal and membership
information on the back page
of this newsletter

— GMAS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION —
Your membership helps fund our nature, education
and conservation programs and special events

Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________________________
$______ Single ($10) • $______ Family ($15)
$_______ Non-profit business ($20)
$________General donation • $_______ Total
Make checks payable to: Greater Mohican Audubon Society
P.O. Box 907, Ashland, OH 44805

